Quest Projects for the 2011 – 2012 School Year

Welcome to the New Year! This year the students will be focusing on one topic each month that goes with curriculum standards. Students in Kindergarten through 4th grades will have monthly topics, while students in 5th – 8th grade will be working with The Jason Project. 

Grades K – 4 

Quest students in these grades will be focusing on particular course of study each month.  For the first class of the month, students will receive a listing and description of the activities & homework that will be assigned during that month. This will also be placed on the website which will provide easier access for students to complete work at home or when utilizing the laptops. The assignments and Web Quests which may be provided will detail the following:

Introduction

The quest or task the students will be expected to perform

The process or specific activities the student will need to solve the quest

Curriculum standards

Evaluation or assessment in a rubric format

Conclusion

Credits

The schedule of the topics will be the following:

October – Research will be the focus for this month. In the Research Web quest, students will be given the tools of appropriate research for their grade level and be given the practice of using these tools. They will do practice activities, research projects and present a concluding report highlighting the research tools they have learned.

November – Government & Politics. Students will learn how our government works based on their grade level. Assignments will provide access to political and historical websites and games that will educate students on the importance of citizenship.

December – Human Rights Day is December 18th. We will focus on civil rights and why it is so important to individuals. Based on grade level, activities will provide character education and historical activities.

January – Reading will be emphasized this month. Students will be assigned to read a book during Christmas break. When they return from holiday, they will begin month long activities of graphic organizers, reporting, script-writing and an informative4 reporting show.

February – Math. World Math Day is on March 1st. Our focus will be on Math this month focusing on a higher level of thinking for their grade level. 

March – Lent will be our topic of the month with religious activities and service to other students. Each grade will be assigned a different grade to work with.

April – Global Warming & Protection of our World will be highlighted this month. Junior high students have been working with the Jason project all year, so they will interact with the younger students in presenting information and activities.

May – Book Writing. Students will write a book on the culmination of the Quest school year. They can write a factual account of what they did or create a story with fictional characters or accounts based on our learning. 

Grades 5 - 8

The focus this year will be on the Jason Science Education through Exploration. Jason offers standards-based curriculum units. We will all work with Operation: Resilient Planets. This puts students on a mission to investigate the health of our environment and discover how to protect our planet’s ecosystems. Students will visit some of Earth’s most diverse ecosystems to uncover the mysteries of our planets. Here is a brief description of all of the missions the students will be on throughout this year:


Mission 1: Invaders – A Constant Ecological Battle

Students will investigate and analyze the critical abiotic and biotic factors that define an ecosystem.


Mission 2: Survivors – Securing a Niche


Students will discover the competitive strategies within a resilient ecosystem


Mission 3: Paradise Lost – A Fragile Environmental Recovery

Students will assess a degraded ecosystem by gathering historical and current evidence.



Mission 4: Paradise Found – Earth’s Natural Treasures


Students will investigate the value of a diverse biosphere


Mission 5: The Rescue – Protect the Biosphere

Students will defend the Earth’s biodiversity through personal action and community involvement.


Even though this year is highly focused on science, their work will also include other curriculum areas, such as history, language arts, etc. Notification detailing information about the work being done will go out with each new mission will go home to parents and be posted on the website. Mission work will include working side by side with researchers in the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean, videos, online resources and digital labs and games. 

In April, the students in this group will be responsible for working with the younger Quest students through interactive activities to help them to understand global warming and the protection of our environment. In May, the students will prepare an end of the year activity that provides a culmination of the entire year of work. Students will choose how to present this through a media presentation, written work, video, etc.

For more information: http://www.jason.org

